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threaten the i r  eco n o m i c  profits a n d  po l i t ica l  power, o r  i f  the  
" l eft" i s  ever ab le  to develop a n  o ppos i t ion movement with i n  
t h e  U n ited States. U nt i l  e i ther  event occu rs i t  seems l i ke ly  
that  the veneer  of  d e mocracy a n d  the rea l i ty of  p lutocracy 
wi l l  be a l l owed to persist but with i n creas i n g  co ntrad ict i ons  
as eco n o m i c  con d it ions  deter iorate. 
Fascism, l ike racis m ,  col o n i a l i s m, a nd i mper ia l i sm,  i s  m uch 
more than pol i t ics .  I t  i s a set of m u t u a l l y-su p portive val u es 
which go to _ make u p  a cu lt u re.  C u l t u res do not cha n ge 
rad i ca l l y  fro m one day to the n ext, a l t h o u g h  t h ey may appear 
to d o  so u nder  .certa i n  condit ions  (such as after a dec is ive 
m i l i tary or pol i t ical  defeat) .  A s u ff i c ient  breat h i ng spel l  
usua l l y  wi l l  a l l ow the o l d  c u l t u ra l  va l u es to s u rface o n ce 
more, perhaps i ro n i ca l l y  to be eve n encoura ged "by the 
former enemy who n ow f inds  such behavior  usef u l .  
Trag ica l ly,  fasc ist tendencies a r e  d e e p l y  i m bedded i n  many 
of  the cu ltu res of the wor ld .  We m u st be a lert to  these 
tendencies i n  o u r  own part of the Earth a nd not try to naively 
regard fascis m as a n ow-departed l oca l ized E u ropean d i sease 
which  can safe ly  be relegated to the h i story books. Fascis m  
h a s  d o m i nated m u ch o f  A merican soi l f o r  fo u r  o r  f ive 
centur ies  and i t  i s  a rea l ity for the n i neteen-e ighties as wel l .  
Cr i t ique 
Tota l i tar ia n i s m ,  w h et her  from t h e  left o r  fro m the r ight ,  i n  
modern society has posed a ser i o u s  th reat t o  free men a n d  
wo me n .  I n  a provocat ive study J a c k  D.  Forbes h a s  focused o n  
t h e  c u l t u ra l  a nd h i stor ical  i m p l i cat ion  o f  t h e  major  a n t i ­
democrat i c  doctr i ne of fascis m .  H e  has accu rate ly  stated t h e  
co ndi t ions  o f  fascis m :  society a n d  govern m e nt a r e  orga n i zed 
a l o n g  tota l i ta r i a n  l i nes, i ntensely racist, nat i o n a l i st ,  militar ist,  
terrorist,  and i m peria l ist .  I n  fact, fasc i sm has  tra d i t i o n a l l y  
b e e n  cons idered to develop in n at i o n s  t h a t  are mater i a l l y  
wea l thy  a n d  m o r e  "adva nced . "  O n  t h e  o n e  h a n d-, 
c o m m u n i s m  h a s b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  p o o r  a n d 
" u n derdeve l o ped" societ ies ;  o n  the other h a n d ,  fasc ism has 
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been regarded as post- i n d ustr i a l  and post-de mocratic.  
( F orbes wo u l d  q u est io n w h et her  the U n ited States,  for 
exa m ple,  has reached the democrat ic  stage of d eve l op me n t . )  
And fea r p l ays a maj or r o l e  i n  the success o f  fasci s m .  
Forbes' a na lys is  does n ot rea l l y  co ncern itself w i t h  the 
e co n o m i c  aspects  of fascis m  such as the corporate state that  
seeks  to resolve co nf l ict by creat i ng worker  syn d i cates, 
e m ployer sy n d i cates, and government sy ndicates. I n  I ta ly i n  
the 1 920s u n der M usso l i n i  the pol i t i ca l  doctri n e  of the fascists 
was the " a l l - i n cl us ive o m n i poten ce of the state," and the 
econo m i c  d octri n e  was  "the fus ion of a l l  classes i nto a si ng le  
eth ica l  a n d  eco n o m i c  rea l i ty. " Work stoppages were 
o u t lawed a nd co nf l ict had to be reso lved to achi eve the goal  
of  e n h a nc i n g  the power a nd glory of the state.  Ema nati n g  
fro m  t h e  m o d e r n  urban i ndustr ia l  society i s  the condit ion of 
a l i e nati o n ,  the fee l i n g  of bei ng a lone,  u nwa nted a n d  
u n l oved . A n  economic  depress ion wi l l  shatter the stasbi l ity i n  
society a nd serve as a cata l yst for a pre-co ndit ion to fasc ism's 
success. 
Th e styl e  of fascist leaders i s  to prom ise to resotre 
trad it i o n a l  va l ues and seek to d estroy those persons 
respo n s i b l e  for  the u n precende nted cha nges wh ich cast  m e n  
a n d  women ad rift i n  a danger ious, u nchartered sea.  
Disci p l i ne i s  necessary. Moreover, fasc ism cuts across a l l  
eco n o m i c  a n d  socia l  groups atte m pt ing  to sett l e  the mater ia l  
and psychologica l  i nsecu rit ies of l arge popu lat ions .  Fasc i sm 
has  been d efi ned as the "revol ut ion of the c lasses of order ."  
Tota l i tari a n i s m ,  with  a l l  the tools  of  i n d ustr ia l  society at  the 
d isposal  of the leaders, beco mes a rea l i ty, pavi n g  the way 
for the state m asses. 
Forbes'  a n a l ys is  i s  more profou n d  tha n the trad i t iona l  
i nterpretatio n s  of fascism.  He h as traced the deve lopment of  
fasci s m  back to earl ier  t i mes, overlayi ng s ign if ica n t  eve nts to  
hl':> the':>ls. He chal le nges the E u ro-Anglo i nterpretat ion of  
h i story a n d  l i n ks u p  major h istor ical  developments. H i s  v iew, 
for exa m ple,  of Spa n i s h  control of the Emerica n  colonies 
represented a "heavy d ose" of fasc i sm.  O n e  may ask,  
h owever, i s  the Spa n i s h  co ntro l ,  exploitati o n  a nd ,  yes,  even 
paterna l i sm,  exa m ples of eth nocentr ism in its more v io lent  
for in ?  Should  the h u mane ness of Spa n i s h  i nf lue nce a lso be 
considered ? He repsonds that the character ist ics of fascism 
were prese nt :  " bigotry, crusa d i n g  zeal ,  rac ia l  s u peri ority 
i d eas, spyi ng, treason ,  protect ion of the wealthy c lasses, 
a u tocracy . . . " 
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Writ i n g  from the va ntage point  of t h e  1 980s, w h i te 
h i s t o r i a n s  h a v e  q u e s t io n e d  t h e  e a r l i e r  s i m p l i s t i c  
i nterpretat io ns  of Jefferson i a n  a n d  Jackso n i a n  Democracy . . 
Certa i n l y  that "democracy" exc l u ded bl acks,  I nd i a ns,  
women, a n d  the poor, s i nce i t  was modeled o n  the a ncient 
At h e n i a n  system.  I t  i s  c lear that these and ot her evi ls  were 
co m pro m ised and were not resolved to the complete 
satisfact ion of the masses. For example,  t h o u g h  the Civi l War 
pro d u ce d  the t h i rtee n t h ,  f o u rtee n t h ,  and f i ftee n t h  
a mend ments w h ite Americans devised other systems t o  keep 
blacks i n  a n  i nfer ior  posi t ion .  Th i s  newer arra ngement was 
accepted by the north after 1 877 . Racism persisted.  
Government  po l i ci es con t i n ued to re present the i nterests of  
the powerf u l .  The u p heava ls  of t h e  1 960s, h owever, caused 
wh ite h istoria r1s a n d  t h e i r  st ude nts to c h a l l e nge the ear l ier  
one-di mens iona l  v iew of American h i story. O n e  se nses a 
grow i n g  u n ease a m o n g  histor ians  that they have mist reated 
m i n orit ies in the i r  earl ier  writ i n gs.  
F orbes is  j ust if ied in assert i n g  t h at fasc ism is  "very much 
a l i ve throughout  the Amer icas," and h e  effect ively 
docu ments the charge.  Yet to what degree is  A merican 
society fascist today? Can t h e  U n ited States be com pared 
with Lat i n  A merican cou ntr ies of today o r  col o n i a l  Spa i n  of 
the past? I s  t here a n y  q u a nt itat ive ev idence of m i nority ga i ns 
to susta i n  t h e  assert i o n ?  Have refo r mer- rad i ca l s  been 
com p letely  s i l e nced and i neffect ive? And i s  soci a l  class 
preempted by m e m bers h i p  in a n  eth n i c  grou p ? A merican 
soci ety has genera l l y  been f : . �x i b l e  e n o u g h  to p revent v io lent  
upheavals  by " a l l owing" i ts  depr ived members a ce rta i n  
degree o f  access 1 0  t h e  "corporate m a i nstrea m . "  Relat ive 
eco n o m i c  a b u n da nce has made t h e  U n ited States a n  aff l u ent 
and m i d d l e-class n at i o n  i n  comparison to ot her nati ons ,  has  
provi ded a h igh sta ndard of l iv i n g, a n d  has prod u ced a 
favora ble  eco n o m i c  a n d  soci a l  e n v i ro n ment  for A merican 
pol i t ica l  d evelop ment .  Th is  d ua l ity of t h e  A merican l i bera l­
refor m  trad i t ion  (which should be e x p l o red) a n d  fascist 
te n d encies poses one of t h e  great e n i g m as i n  modern 
h i story.  
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